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Most Californiavehicles (1974 and newer) must pass Smog Check inspections
every other year in order to renew registration in the state. The Smog Check
inspectionincludes. avisual inspection toverify that all required emission
systemsarepresent; afunctional insgpection toverify that specificemission
control systemsarefunctioning; and atailpipeinspection to verify that the
vehicle sexhaust emissionsarewithinestablished standards.

Aspart of the Smog Check Program, al vehicleswith missing, modified, or
disconnected emission control systemsmust berepaired. In somecases, the
required part(s) can bedifficult tofind. The Bureau of Automotive Repair
(BAR) suggeststhat motoristsfirst check with their new car dedler, local auto
parts stores, and automotive recyclersto find the needed parts. However, if the
partsarenot availablelocally, BAR hel psmotoristsfind them.

BAR contractswith the CaiforniaY outh Authority (CY A) Free Venture
Programto provideatoll-free, statewidetel ephone Emission PartsL ocator
Service. Theprogram'sempl oyeeshel p motoristslocatethose hard-to-find
emission control partsthey needto bring their vehiclesinto compliance.

A telephone agent provides each caller with the names and tel ephone numbers of
three or moresuppliersthat may havetherequired part(s). The motorist then
contactsthe suppliers, and may purchasethe part(s) from the supplier of their
choice.

However, if part(s) arenot available, themotorist must call and advisethe Parts
Locator. The PartsLocator thenissuesa® Limited Parts Exemption,” whichis
mailedtothemotorist.

The motorist must then make an appointment at one of BAR's 34 Consumer
Assistance and Referee Centerswhere the vehicle will undergo a Smog Check
ingpection. Thevehiclemust passall other aspectsof theinspection beforethe
Referee canissueaSmog Check certificate. Poor emissionslevels, improperly
functioning parts, or missing partsmay betakeninto consideration during the
Smog Check inspection.

If the partsare not available at thetime of the vehicle's next Smog Check, the
motorist must again obtaina"Limited Parts Exemption,” and thevehiclewill
again need to beinspected at a Referee Center. When required parts become
available, they must beinstalled.

TheEmission PartsLocator Servicea so providesgeneral information about
Smog Check and related programs, aftermarket partsthat have been approved by
the CdiforniaAir ResourcesBoard, and refersmotoriststo other agenciesfor

hel pwhen appropriate.

ThePartsLocator Servicehel psapproximately 30,000 motoristsannually.
Without it, many motoristswould not be abletorepair their vehiclesand
compl etethevehicleregistration processwith the Department of Motor Vehicles.

Call thePartsLocator Servicetoll-freeat 1-800-826-3566.
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